Diphtheria in Latvia, 1986-1996.
After nearly two decades without a diphtheria case in Latvia, the disease reappeared in 1986. From 1990 to 1996, case counts were highest among adults 40-49 years of age, school-aged children, and adolescents. Nonetheless, the average annualized incidence of disease was highest among infants and preschoolers. In August 1995, mass vaccination efforts began to provide adults 25-60 years of age with at least one dose of vaccine. By the end of the year, a 77% coverage rate was achieved, resulting in a decrease of reported diphtheria cases by 1996. From February to September 1997, special outreach efforts were focused on hard-to-reach populations; as a result, by June 1997, 55% of adults had received three doses of vaccine. While decreases in the incidence of and morbidity from diphtheria have occurred, additional efforts still need to be concentrated on improving vaccination coverage in adults and children <2 years of age and in reducing mortality from diphtheria.